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September 29nd, 2019 
Show No Partiality 

James 2:1-13 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
Sept 22 Amos 1-5  Sept 26 Nahum 1-3 
Sept 23 Amos 6-9  Sept 27 Hab.-Zeph. 3 
Sept 24 Ob.-Jon. 4  Sept 28 Haggai 1-2 
Sept 25 Micah 1-7  Sept 29 Zech. 1-7 
  
Lesson Introduction: As we dive into the second chapter 
of James’ letter, we are immediately met with practical 
wisdom for the Christian life. We have just heard that we 
are to be doers of the word, and not hearers only, and 
now James gets right into how we go about doing what 
the word says. He begins by calling us to show no 
partiality. As we study this passage this week, we will 
consider how holding fast to Jesus, the Lord of glory, will 
keep us from participating in the sin of partiality.  
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  
 

• Jesus Christ is supremely valuable (V. 1) 
 

• We are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27) 
 

• Christ is merciful to the poor in spirit (V. 5, 13) 
 
James 2:1-13 (ESV) 
 
1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man 
wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your 
assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes 
in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the 
fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” 
while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” 
or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made 
distinctions among yourselves and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to 
those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor 
man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the 
ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones 
who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were 
called? 
 
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the 
Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you 
are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are 

committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but 
fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 11 For he 
who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 
murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, 
you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak 
and so act as those who are to be judged under the law 
of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one who 
has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 
 
Discussion Section 1: The Lord of Glory (V. 1) 
 
-What does it mean to show partiality? 
 
-What does it mean that Jesus is the Lord of glory? 
 
-What does Christ’s glory have to do with showing 
partiality? 
 
-How do we hold faith in Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory? 
 
Note: James begins this section by urging us to show no 
partiality (or favoritism). There is a tendency in all of us 
to favor certain people based on certain things about 
them. The situation James is addressing is showing 
favoritism to those with money while neglecting the 
poor. We will talk more about how we might show such 
favoritism in the next section, but here in verse 1, James 
references the glory of Christ in order to help us fight 
showing such partiality. So, it is important that we 
understand what we mean when we talk about the glory 
of Christ.  
 
When we reference the glory of God, or the glory of 
Christ, we are speaking of His holiness, His beauty, His 
value, His worth. The Scriptures tell us that Jesus is the 
image of the invisible God, by whom and for whom all 
things were created, and all things are held together 
(Colossians 1:15-17). Jesus is the God of the universe, 
Creator and Sustainer of all things! He is supremely holy, 
supremely beautiful, supremely valuable, supremely 
worthy of all praise! And this is James’ point. He is telling 
us that if our eyes were truly fixed on Jesus, the Lord of 
glory, we would have no trouble with the sin of partiality. 
When we see Christ for Who He really is, there is no room 
to exalt ourselves or anyone else. All the praise, all the 
adoration belongs to Christ! He is the only One deserving 
of the best seat at the table. His glory shines radiantly 
and serves as a constant reminder that we are not 
worthy of any praise (and neither is the rich man at the 
party), but that He is worthy of all praise! 
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As we consider clinging to faith in the glorious Christ, it 
should also remind us that the sin of partiality has no 
place in the life of a believer because all humans are 
created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). John Piper 
said this, concerning what it means to be created in the 
image of God:  
 
“…Images are created to image. If you create an image, 
if you make a sculpture of someone you do it to display 
something about that someone. You put it in the square 
in the middle of town and you want people to look at it, 
notice it, think about that person, think something 
about them, that they were noble or strong or wise or 
courageous or something. Now what would it mean if 
you created seven billion statues of yourself and put 
them all over the world? It would mean you would 
want people to notice you. God created us in his image 
so that we would display or reflect or communicate 
who he is, how great he is and what he is like.” 
 
This is what it means to be created in the image of God, 
and this is why it is so egregious to show partiality. The 
homeless man on the street corner was created to shine 
forth the glory of Christ in the same way that our richest, 
most impressive friends were. To show partiality is to fail 
to see the glory of Christ in those He created. So, James 
urges us to place our faith in the glorious Christ, the 
supremely valuable Creator. When our eyes are on Him, 
it will be difficult to care about a man with nice clothes 
more than we care about the man begging for money at 
a stoplight.   
 
Discussion Section 2: Show No Partiality (V. 2-7) 
 
-Why do we typically show partiality? What are some 
different ways we might do this? 
 
-How does showing partiality contradict the Gospel? 
 
Note: James moves from the glory of Christ to our sinful 
behavior. He speaks of showing partiality when it comes 
to economic status and chastises those who do so by 
reminding them that Christ died for the poor and 
helpless. It is a contradiction of the gospel for us to exalt 
the rich over the poor. Jesus choose His words carefully in 
the first sentence of the Sermon on the Mount, and said, 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). James echoes Jesus’ words 
here and tells us that “God [has] chosen those who are 
poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom.” The Lord is not concerned with status, rather, 

He searches the heart, and saves those who are 
spiritually poor and needy, who do not hope in riches to 
save them, but fall at His feet for mercy and salvation.  
 
How dare we turn our noses at those who are poorer 
than us, or of a different race than us, or from a different 
part of town than us. Jesus died for people from every 
socioeconomic background, and for people from every 
part of the world. When we show partiality, we show 
that we do not have a firm grasp on the gospel. As 
people redeemed by Christ, we should set an example to 
the world of what it looks like to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.  
 
Discussion Section 3: Mercy Triumphs Over Judgement 
(V. 8-13) 
 
-What does this section tell us about our need for 
mercy? 
 
-How does recognizing our need for mercy change the 
way we view showing partiality? 
 
Note: James closes this section by reminding us that 
Christ has called us to love our neighbors as ourselves, 
and he then makes clear that when we fail to do this, we 
are sinning. He goes from there to list other ways that 
we sin against God. James is making the point that we 
are in desperate need of God’s mercy. We do not always 
treat our neighbors the way we want to be treated. We 
do sometimes show favoritism. Some of us may feel like 
we are living strictly by the commandments of God, and 
are in good standing with Him, but the reality is, we are 
in constant need of His mercy, because we fail Him 
continually (Matthew 5:21-48). What James is doing is 
showing how silly it is that we would look upon other 
sinners with a haughty spirit while we are in constant 
need of mercy ourselves. As people who have been 
extended grace and mercy constantly by God, we should 
be the first to extend mercy to others. Our kneejerk 
reaction to the homeless, to the broken, to the weary, 
should not be one of judgement, but one of mercy and 
compassion. Praise God that He has not passed over us, 
deciding to go on to the one who has it all to put 
together. If that was His way, we would all perish. But He 
has been so merciful to us. May we extend His mercy to 
the world around us.  
 


